
By Lori Russell

W    ondering what to do with 
 those old cans of oil-based 
paint and bottles of pesticides 

in the corner of the garage?
This spring and fall, the Tri-County 

Hazardous Waste and Recycling 
Program will offer free hazardous 
waste collection events in Wasco, 
Sherman and Hood River counties. 

Residents of the three counties 
can bring unlimited amounts of 
hazardous household waste for 
recycling. Agricultural and business 
owners must pre-register for the 
collection events and may recycle the 
first $400 of disposal free of charge. 

The program is a venture 

among three rural counties, six 
incorporated cities (The Dalles, 
Hood River, Dufur, Maupin, Mosier 
and Cascade Locks), three garbage 
haulers, the Wasco Sherman 
County Public Health Department 
and the Oregon Department of 
Environmental Quality (DEQ).

By working together, the partners 
have combined resources and 
expertise in a cost-effective way to 
provide recycling services to their 
citizens. The program is funded from 
fees on waste dumped at the Wasco 
County landfill outside The Dalles.

In 2008, more than 46 tons of fluo-
rescent bulbs, fertilizers, household 
cleaners and other hazardous waste 
was collected during 15 household 
and three business/agricultural collec-
tion events. More than 1,800 residents 
and businesses participated. 

Hazardous waste collection is only 
one part of the tri-county program’s 
efforts to reduce waste and to increase 

recycling. Public outreach and 
education about what, where, how and 
why to recycle are essential.  

In the first 90 minutes of a 
household collection event in The 
Dalles last fall, 60 vehicles lined 
up, loaded with hazardous items 
to donate. While they waited, 
community volunteers shared tips 
on how to reduce hazardous waste 
by choosing less toxic and natural 
alternatives and provided information 
about curbside and depot recycling.

Recycling in rural areas poses 
unique challenges, says program 
coordinator Cindy Brown. Cost and 
convenience are the largest obstacles.

“Most residents don’t have curb-
side recycling and must self haul to a 
recycling center or transfer station,” 
she explains. “Many don’t have 
garbage service and burn their trash.” 

Cindy says that while her father was 
a “big recycler” when she was growing 
up in Sherman County, she saw the 

Partnership helps residents 
of three rural counties 

recycle household waste 

With Trash, Less is More
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