


practicing the skills alongside

their peers helps reinforce their
enthusiasm. The parents are also
absorbing quite a bit of information
to help the kids be successful.”

Fred and his wife, Renee,
coordinate all aspects of the event—
from registering participants and
organizing volunteers and speakers
to developing the curriculum.

Presenters focus on basic
information and skills for beginning
hunters. For example, while
experienced turkey hunters may use
several types of calls and call devices
that imitate the sounds of a hen, at
the youth clinic the focus is on box
and friction calls. Each child is also
given a call to practice with at home.

Practice paid off for 11-year-old
Stan Ocheskey of Hood River, who
has been hunting with his dad, Brent,
since the age of 5. He has attended
the past two youth clinics and is able
to demonstrate several sounds with a
friction call made of slate.

His skills helped him take his first
turkey, a 19%2-pound tom with an
8-inch beard.

Fourteen-year-old Ian Kelm of
The Dalles has taken two turkeys in
the three years he has hunted with
his grandfather, Robert Wedgewood.
At last year’s clinic, he received
advice on how to perfect a more
advanced calling technique.

“I learned a lot of new calls,”
he says. “The mouth call I'd never
been able to master until (last year’s
clinic). We also learned about safety
and how to set up.”

Participants don’t just “talk
turkey” at the clinic. They also learn
outdoor safety, defensive hunting
techniques, how to pattern and hold
their shotguns, and how to establish
effective shooting ranges. Supervised
range practice is available for both
bow and shotgun hunters.

The success of the clinic is
built upon the commitment of its
volunteers and the generosity of
its sponsors. This year, organizers
will give away guided youth hunts,
equipment and supplies.

“We have a lot of new people
who are interested in helping out,”
says Fred. “After our success last

Above, a group

of youngsters
participating in

the Oregon Youth
Turkey Hunting
Clinic in Tygh
Valley retrieve
arrows from a target
on the range. Lefft,
Roger and Kailin
Hoylman practice
their turkey calls
with a slate caller.
Opposite page, adult
volunteers offer one-
on-one instruction
and supervision on
the shooting range.

season, people are really stepping
up to the plate.”
Fred and Renee say they continue
to coordinate the event year after
year because of positive feedback and
stories they hear from the parents who
accompany their children to the clinic.
One is from Ryan Miller of Port-
land, who attended a Saturday event
with daughter Rachel last spring.
“Sunday morning,” he writes, “my
daughter Rachel appeared dressed
for church in her boots, Levis,
camouflage hat and turkey call. She
was brought to tears when she realized
that today was Sunday school and not
another day of ‘turkey school.”” m

The 2009 Youth Turkey Hunting Clinic
will be April 4, from 9 a.m. to 3:30
p.m. at the White River Wildlife Area,
west of Tygh Valley. The $10 fee per
participant includes a barbecue lunch.
For more information, or to register
for the event, call Fred and Renee
Walasavage at (541) 296-6124. The
2009 Spring Youth Turkey Hunt in
Oregon is April 11 and 12. Children
must hunt with an adult, have passed

a hunter safety class and possess their
own paid 2009 spring turkey license.
Hunters are limited to one male turkey
or one turkey with a visible beard.
General turkey season in Oregon begins
April 15 and runs through May 31.
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