the weekends and in the evenings.
These will continue to grow as
people are now pushing their plans
for retirement until later.”

In addition to Wii gaming, the
lecture series and the discussion
group, members can drop in
Tuesday evenings for live music and
social dance or on Thursday and
Saturday nights for bingo.

Above, clockwise from left, Corliss Marsh helps Betty Dahlberg in the computer lab;
Skip Tschanz, right, co-leads monthly hikes in the Columbia Gorge with his wife, Janet;
Mary Davis, left, and Jodi Heath in costume for Halloween clogging class. Opposite
page, Earl Peppers and Pat Longston play Wii bowling.

The fourth Sunday evening of
each month is reserved for the
Jammers—musicians who bring
their own instruments and enjoy a
“musical potluck” playing together.

The Mid-Columbia Senior
Center serves three generation
of seniors: the World War II
generation, the quiet generation and
the baby boomers.

“There’s still a generation gap,”
admits Scott, who at age 61 is one of
the younger members at the center.
“My generation doesn’t relate to the
word ‘senior.” But people in their
80s can. We get along, but different
styles appeal to different groups.
We need to relate to the generation
who is coming up and also help
them acknowledge and show respect
for older generations who had the
original vision for this place.”

With nearly 400 members making
more than 13,500 visits last year, the
center clearly is serving a need.

But it has outgrown its space. Plans
have been drawn up and fund raising
is under way for expansion of the
current building, which will include
a stage and dance floor, exercise area,
classrooms, computer labs and an

area for relaxing and visiting. The
expansion will include an elevator
and indoor stairs—essentials lacking
in the current facility.

Office space will be available for
lease to organizations that provide
services for adults 55 and older.

A steering committee has been
formed to identify community
support and funds for the project.

Wasco County, the city of The
Dalles, Mid-Columbia Medical
Center and Columbia Gorge
Community College already have
partnered with the center. The
committee also will seek grants.

With the number of Wasco
County residents 65 and older
expected to increase 38 percent
between 2005 and 20235, the center
will continue to be a vital resource
for seniors for decades to come.

For more information on Wii bowling
and other activities, classes and volunteer
opportunities at the center, or to learn
how you can support the building
project, call 296-4788. The monthly
calendar is available online at www.

midcolumbiaseniorcenter.org or at the
center; 1112 W. 9th St. in The Dalles.
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