
mostly retired folks 
in nursing homes—
insisted they return 
to their roots: The Dufur Boys.

What hasn’t changed through the 
years is the fun they have playing 
music with other musicians. That 
fun happens between 2 p.m. and 
5 p.m. the first Sunday of each 
month—rain or shine, holiday or 
not—during the jam session at the 
Ramsey Park Grange. 

 People need not worry about 
it being canceled, says Lloyd, who 

notes all musicians are welcome.
“We don’t care what level they 

are—if they’re just starting out, or 
professionals,” he says. “Our main 
intent is for people to play music 
together.”

The Ramsey Park Grange can be 
a good place for a tender-hearted 
beginner to take his first hesitant 
steps into the public eye. Skilled 
amateurs and professionals will 

gladly help a newbie through his 
first musical hurdles.

Musicians aren’t the only ones 
dusting off their instruments. 
Singers warm up their vocal chords, 
dancers don their special shoes and 
spectators come to enjoy this old-
time, toe-tapping music that makes 
you wiggle in your chair. 

Even though the musicians may 
be loath to admit it, some people 
come just for the homemade pie. 
People notice if someone tries to slip 
in a store-bought pie.

The most important thing is to 
have a good time with people who 
enjoy the same type of music—old-
time fiddle, gospel, bluegrass and, 
once in awhile, the blues.

“If anybody wants to stay late and 
play, I’ll wait for them and probably 
play music along with them,” Lloyd 
says.

It took some time, but The Dufur 
Boys found a group of people who 
love to play music—and what could 
be better than that? n

Above, Asher Wood, 
right, a musician from 
Portland, brought a 
friend from Dufur, 
Tom Moser, when 
he performed at the 
Ramsey Park Grange 
in Dufur. Right, Lloyd 
Eckert enjoys playing 
for friends, family 
and other musicians. 
Opposite page, a 
mandolin sits idle.
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A Piece of Pie—
And a Little More
All across the country, community 

granges are having a tough time. 
Shifts of population and apathy have 
created an attendance crisis.

It has been difficult to maintain 
the buildings, but not so with the 
Ramsey Park Grange.

Through donations for a slice of 
homemade pie, jam session regulars 
have assisted the grange in updating 
its heating system and sprucing up 
the place with paint, a new propane 
grill, extra chairs and roofing.

Pie sales haven’t done 
everything, but the pies have 
allowed the grange to come up 
with its share of matching funds for 
grants and donations. n


