They married within the year.

Tegan already had transferred
from MP work to a desk job on the
base when she and Chris learned she
was pregnant. ‘Tegan was 20 years
old and eight months pregnant when
she was discharged from the Army
in July 2006.

After the birth of Sean, Chris
continued working on base, while
Tegan began her adjustment to
civilian life caring for their son at
home in nearby Lacey, Washington.

On the eve of their first wedding
anniversary, the couple learned
Chris would be deployed again,
this time to Iraq’s Anbar Province,
serving an expected 15 months with
the 170th MP Company.

Sean was 7 months old when his
father left on Mother’s Day 2007.
That same day, mother and son
moved to The Dalles to begin the
next chapter in their lives.

Tegan and Sean now live in Chris’
childhood home, which they rent

from his parents, Melissa and Tim
McKinney.

Last fall, Tegan began classes
at Columbia Gorge Community
College, where she maintains a 4.0
grade point average. This spring she
was elected administrative secretary
of the student council.

“The only way I can do this is
with my mother- and father-in-law’s
help,” she says.

"Tegan stays in contact with Chris
through e-mail, and they talk on the
phone as often as the electricity and
security issues in Iraq allow.

“There are periods where phone
calls are blocked for several days,”
she says, “but it’s better than during
our first deployment, when we could
go a few weeks without being able to
contact our families.”

Chris came home on leave in
December and has seen his family
twice since, while home on military
business at Fort Lewis.

Seeing her husband has made

Tegan eager for the day he comes
home for good. The waiting has
become more difficult, since Chris
received word his deployment had
been extended and the company
suffered its first casualty May 6.

Back in The Dalles, Tegan
is preparing for her husband’s
discharge in November and the
family’s transition to civilian life.

It is something she says she never
allowed herself to consider while
serving in Iraq.

“When you’re in that situation,
you don’t think about what will
happen in five years because you
might die tomorrow,” she says. “Now,
I constantly think about the future.”

Those thoughts include a career
for Chris as a police officer, a house
of their own, and a brother or sister
for Sean some day.

“My goal is to transfer to Portland
State and get a degree in biochemis-
try,” says Tegan. “Life always throws
you curves, but I'll get there.” m
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