


treating them will be a part of the 
information that gets passed on to the 
next generation of vets,” says Jean.

She shares her experience treating 
wildlife with veterinary students at 
Washington State University (WSU) 
and Oregon State University. This 
summer, the clinic will host interns 
from Colorado State University, 
Texas A&M and WSU.

Caring for native species can 
foster relationships that benefit both 
wild critters and the humans who 
share their world.

“I hope that the experiences we 
have with the people who bring 
in the patients will help make the 
Gorge a more animal-friendly 
place,” says Jean. “The process of 
finding/capturing and checking up 
on the fate of a wild patient—and 
trying to avoid injuring them in the 
first place—makes most of us feel 
more kinship for the healthy flocks 
and herds we pass by each day.”  

The clinic is located at 6900 Highway 
30, west of The Dalles.  

Veterinarian Jean Cypher and Ducky, who was found bleeding on a porch. Missing half 
of her beak and part of her tongue, she underwent surgery and was hand fed for several 
weeks until she could eat on her own. She now lives free from predators.
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How to Help
An Injured Animal

An animal found injured also 
may be suffering from shock, 
hypothermia and dehydration. 

Its chances for survival 
decrease if left untreated. 

To transport, begin by 
placing a blanket or towel over 
the animal’s eyes and head. 
It will become calmer when 
it cannot see. Restrain sharp 
body parts such as beaks or 
claws, and place the animal in 
a closed, ventilated cardboard 
box with padding. Keep it 
indoors, protected from 
weather and predators. 

Call the Rowena Wildlife 
Clinic, (541) 478-2584, or 
a local veterinary clinic for 
further instructions.

An animal with no open 
wounds can rest in a box for 
a few hours, but recovery 
odds improve when treatment 
begins the day it is rescued. 

During spring and summer, 
young birds often fall from 
nests. If an energetic nestling is 
found with no obvious injuries, 
it will do best if returned to the 
nest. Those that are chilled, 
dehydrated, or with bruises or 
fractures need treatment.

So do birds, squirrels or 
raccoons that are not moving 
much, have patches of missing 
fur or feathers, or suffer from 
dog or cat bites.  

Not all animals need 
rescuing. Young fawns and 
rabbits with no visible wounds 
simply may be waiting for a 
parent to return. Fledging 
robins, owls and other birds 
hop on the ground for a few 
days before being able to fly. 

Unless obviously injured, 
debilitated or next to a dead 
parent, leave these alone. 

For information on caring 
for injured native species, see 
www.rowenawildlifeclinic.org. 


