


Carol Marians throws a pot at her studio in The Dalles. Photo by Lori Russell.

year ago, Carol has performed more
than 600 tests on her formulas,
accumulating about 20 gallons of
test glaze remnant for future use.

Ultimately, Carol says she wants
to create bowls, cups and plates that
are both beautiful and functional
enough for everyday use.

“I try to make dishes I'd like to
use in my own kitchen,” she says.

Visitors can talk with Carol
about her glazing experiments, see
examples of her efforts and watch
her carve designs in clay.

Stained Glass Artist Virginia Kelly
Whether it is a family crest for a

private home or a larger installation,
such as those at St. Peter’s Catholic

Church in The Dalles or Providence
Hood River Hospital, Virginia says
she strives to create “a beautifully
made project as well as one that 1s
beautiful aesthetically.”

Her works serve as colorful focal
points throughout the Gorge.

Virginia’s studio previously has
been accessible only to clients who
commission her work, but she is
excited to welcome visitors.

“I have a good feeling that this
event will be fun all the way around:
for the people who like to see the
artists at work and for the artists
themselves,” she says.

What can visitors expect?

“With stained glass, the
construction process of building

a window is different from other
arts,” Virginia says. “I’'m planning
to demonstrate how to cut glass,
and will have a work in progress on
my table so I can show the different
steps of the process.”

Painter Linda Carol Carter

While galleries can expose an
artist’s work to many potential
buyers, the open studio tour lets art
lovers meet the people who create
the work they admire.

That’s a plus for Linda Carol
Carter, a painter who moved to
The Dalles 18 months ago.

“I develop an intimate
relationship with a painting that
I’'ve worked on for 40 to 70 hours,”
Linda says. “I like to meet the
person who purchases it.”

Linda’s recent works in acrylic
and oil include florals, portraits and
scenes from a trip to Mexico.

Incorporating her background
and skills in photojournalism
and graphic design, she takes
photographs of her subjects, then
manipulates the images on her
computer before painting the result.

For a recent floral piece, she
combined two photos—one of a
flower bud and another of a full
blossom—to create the “virtual”
bouquet she later painted.

Lifecaster Peny Wallace

Peny teaches art at The Dalles-
Wahtonka High School and serves
on the Gorge Artists board.

During last year’s event, an
estimated 200 people visited the
Mosier studio where she creates
realistic sculptures of human form.

“During the tour, people can see a
work in process and how an art piece
came about,” says Peny. “Guests can
see the degree of creativity in a project
and understand the whole process.” ®

Guidebooks are available for $15 and
will admit up to two adults to any of

the participating studios April 12-13.
Guides can be purchased at Klindts Book
Sellers in The Dalles, Fairydell Store in
Mosier; Columbia Center for the Arts
and Annz Panz in Hood River, or online
at www.gorgeartistsopenstudios.corm.
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