
beginner and experienced—improve 
their riding skills. 

“In the beginner’s course, they 
supply the motorcycle and the 
helmet,” Debra says. “I passed the 
test, got my license, and went out 
and bought a bike.” 

That was seven years ago—and 
she has been riding ever since.

“My mother asked me if I was 
having a midlife crisis,” she says, 
laughing. “I said, ‘Absolutely—and 
I’ve earned it.’”

Just as every rider is different, so 
is his or her choice of motorcycle.

Debra, who is 5-foot 4-inches 
tall, says she chose a midsize model 
because she wanted something she 
could “pick up if it tipped over at a 

four-way stop.” 
Her bike weighs 450 pounds—550 

when loaded for camping.  
This spring, her Yamaha 650 

sports a new kiwi-green Rhino 
Lining paint job and custom-fitted 
tooled-leather saddle bags. The 
seat combines the comfort of gel 
packs and the fashion statement of 
a multicolored paisley upholstery 
fabric cover. Topping off the 
ensemble is the name and logo of 
her massage therapy business on the 
windshield.    

 Debra will mix business with 
pleasure later this month when she 
rides to her first ABATE campout of 
the season with a portable massage 
table strapped to the seat of her bike.

“I see several regular clients 
at club campouts,” she says. “My 
boyfriend acts as my roadie and 
carries all the camping equipment.”

Just as anglers enjoy swapping 
tales of the one-that-got-away when 
they get together, Debra and her 
riding friends share hardship stories 
of just-missed accidents and the 
terrible weather they have ridden 
through.

Debra has been run onto the 
shoulder of the highway by semi 
trucks, was nearly clipped by a car 
on Interstate 5 and has avoided 
several near misses around town 
when cars cut her off or simply did 
not see her on her bike.

And then there was the ride to 
Fossil, when weather conditions 
suddenly deteriorated.

“Raindrops are a lot more solid 
when they hit you going 65 miles an 
hour,” she says. “Hail is a lot worse.”  

According to a study by the 
University of Southern California, 
three quarters of all motorcycle 
accidents involve a collision with an 
automobile. In two-thirds of those 
accidents, the automobile driver was 
at fault. 

“It’s a dangerous world, and you 
are always running a risk no matter 
what you do,” Debra says.

She chooses to reduce her risk by 
riding with a partner, carrying a cell 
phone, and working with ABATE to 
promote motorcycle awareness and 
riders’ rights.  

With gas prices expected to reach 
$4 a gallon nationwide this summer, 
Debra now has another reason to 
head out on the highway on two 
wheels.

She may soon find more 
Americans joining her. n
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“We are regular people. 
We own homes and 
businesses, and we 
pay our mortgages 
like everyone else.” 

—Debra Lutje


