
By Lori Russell

As a librarian at The Dalles-Wasco 
 Public Library the past 35 years, 
  Shelia Dooley knows what it is 

like to have to cut programs, staff 
and hours due to lack of funds.

Yet at a time when public agencies 
across the country are suffering 
budget shortfalls, Sheila says libraries 
in Wasco County are thriving.

“Library use is up locally and across 
the nation as the economy tightens,” 
she says. “Our use is up 16 percent 
since July 2008. In December alone, it 
increased 30 percent.”

The success is due in large part 
to Wasco County residents. In 
November 2006, they voted to 
provide permanent tax funding of 
their libraries by creating the Wasco 
County Library Service District. The 
district includes libraries in Dufur, 
Maupin and The Dalles, and smaller 
stations in Shaniko and Tygh Valley.  

Before establishing the service 
district, public libraries were funded 
cooperatively by the county and the 
cities that housed the libraries. 

“We couldn’t plan from year to 
year before the district was formed,” 
says Sheila. “We didn’t know what 
our budget would be.”

Dependable dollars mean new 
books and magazines, more programs 
and more technology. Hours at the 
library in The Dalles have increased 
from 20 to 57 a week since the 
district was established, and services 
have expanded in Dufur and Maupin.

For those who haven’t been to a 
public library in the past few years, 
there are plenty of reasons for a 
visit. Libraries have transformed 
themselves from silent reading 
rooms into vital community centers 
offering Internet service, programs 
for children and adults, and even 
video gaming and knitting nights.   

While the Internet has been 
blamed for plummeting sales of 

newspapers, books and magazines, 
America’s libraries have embraced 
the digital age by adding computers 
with Internet access, new software 
and hardware. The Wasco County 
libraries are members of Gorge 
Link—a consortium of 11 public, 
school and medical libraries in three 
counties. The online database lists 
more than 188,000 items that can 
be accessed through any computer 
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Above, Librarian Rita Squires reads a book during story time. Opposite page left, 
Braden Schwartz and his little brother, Avery, play on a kid-friendly computer in the 
children’s book section. Opposite page right, Beth Richman, left, and Sharon Gilman 
enjoy Wednesday night knitting at the library in The Dalles. 
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Libraries thrive during 
uncertain economic times


