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In this period of rising prices,
whether its fuel, groceries, taxes or
the cost of services, it is rare to
hear about cost decreases. Northern
Wasco County PUD is happy to
report just that � the price of elec-
tric service to PUD customers will
be going down.

At their March meeting, the PUD�s
board of directors approved new cus-
tomer rates reflecting an average
decrease of six percent effective April
1. Customers who paid $60.38 for
1000 kilowatt hours of electricity with
the old rate, will now pay $57.13.

The decrease is due to a payment
of $1.6 million from the Bonneville
Power Administration (BPA) to
NWCPUD as its share of residential
exchange funds over-collected and
paid to investor-owned utilities. 

Part of the Northwest Power Act
of 1980, the Residential Exchange
Program mandates that BPA pay
for-profit investor-owned utilities
(such as PacifiCorp and Portland
General Electric) the difference
between their average system cost
and BPA�s Priority Firm (PF)
exchange rate for its residential and
small farm customers. 

In 2000, BPA abandoned the
methodology

established in the
Northwest
Power Act and
entered into set-
tlement agree-

ments with
six
investor-
owned utili-
ties. This
action

essentially

increased BPA�s payments to these
utilities ten fold.

NWCPUD and other Northwest
public power utilities and entities chal-
lenged the actions taken by BPA as
being unfair because it collected more
from to public power customers than
was mandated by law.

In May 2007, the Ninth Circuit
Court of Appeals ruled in the pub-
lic utilities� favor. It determined
BPA had over-collected $322 mil-
lion from public utilities around the
region through their Residential
Exchange Program.

�All five members of the
NWCPUD board felt very strongly
that this was money which had been

collected by BPA from public power
consumers contrary to the
Northwest Power Act and there-
fore, the full amount plus interest
should be returned back to our cus-
tomers in the form of lower rates,�
board president Bill Ward said.

�It seems like every day we hear
the cost of everything is going up, so
it is quite refreshing to announce that
our PUD electricity rates are going
down,� board member Barbara Nagle
added. �Although the rate decrease
applies to all customer classes, it will
especially help those in our commu-
nity on fixed incomes.� 

�Each utility that receives this
interim payment can do what they

NWCPUD Lowers
Electric Rates

B.J. Ayres, (left) Mike Coiner and Shawn Brumley of NWCPUD prepare an
underground transformer to power a new residential development at the site of the
former Joseph G. Wilson School on East 11th and Clark Streets in The Dalles. 
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want to with it,� board member Milt
Skov said. �In our case, we felt it
should be returned to our customers
through this rate reduction. I�m proud
we did it this way.� 

BPA is required to go through a
series of public hearings, referred
to as a �rate case�, each time it
anticipates the need for rate
changes or adjustments. 

At this time, BPA is holding hear-
ings to establish a revised rate that
will put them back in compliance
with the Northwest Power Act.

The $1.6 million refunded to
NWCPUD is an interim payment
until BPA completes its current rate
case and decides how best to proceed
in the future and in accordance with
the law.

�We hope it was an underpayment
and that an additional payment will be
forthcoming,� PUD general manager
Dwight Langer said. �In either case,
we will keep our customers advised as
rates are adjusted accordingly.�

Sign up for NWCPUD�s Budget
Payment Plan during the month of
May and spread the cost of your
electric service evenly throughout
the year.

With Budget Pay, you�ll no longer
have large bills during the winter or
summer. Your monthly payment is
calculated by dividing the last 12
months� (May - April) cost of energy
by 11. 

If you use more power during the
year than your budget payment
allows, simply pay the balance the

following April. If you use less,
you receive a credit.

To qualify, you must have been a
PUD customer for at least 12 months
at the same address and have an
account with a zero balance. Billing
begins in May. 

For our current Budget Pay cus-
tomers, last month was �catch up
month,� when we compare usage
over the last year and calculate a
budget payment for the new year. 

Customers using more power
than their budget payment allowed
this past year will be required to
pay the balance to qualify for the
new program.

If you would like more information,
check our website at www.nwasco.com,
or call 296-2226.

Summer is on its way, bringing hot
temperatures and higher cooling bills.

NWCPUD customers can reduce
cooling costs this summer and for
years to come with an energy-effi-
cient heat pump.

Heat pumps are economical and
efficient. They provide cooling in the
summer and heating in the winter.

NWCPUD offers rebates to cus-
tomers who purchase and install a
qualified heat pump system. 

This program is available to all resi-
dential customers as long as funding is
available. 

For program details and a list of
local heat pump contractors, call the
PUD�s energy management specialists
at 296-2226 or go to:
www.nwasco.com/programs-heatpump-
rebates.cfm.
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The Dalles Community 
Clean-Up Day, 

Drop off items at The Dalles
Armory, 6th & Weber St., 

9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
For details, call Cindy 

at 506-2004

10
Wasco Wild West 75 Mile

Recumbent & Tandem Race,
beginning and ending at

Petersburg School. For details,
call 296-1314 or go to: 

www.wasco75.com for fee
schedules, distances and more.

22
Acoustic Concert Series with

Marv and Rindy Ross,
7:00 p.m. at the Dalles Civic
Auditorium. Tickets $10 at
Klindt�s Book Sellers and
Columbia River Music.

27
Northern Wasco County PUD

Board Meeting, 6 p.m.,
2345 River Road, The Dalles.

31
�Sun-Splashed & Wind-Washed�
Master Gardener Tour & Plant
Sale featuring five unique gar-
dens in The Dalles, 10 a.m. to 

4 p.m. Contact Val Tenney 
at 993-0721 for details. 

Non-profit organizations are encour-
aged to promote their events. To list
an item in the community calendar,

please call 298-3302.

Community
Calendar

Visit our website at: www.nwasco.com

Sign Up for Budget
Pay in May

Invest in Energy
Efficiency 
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